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ing on the 9th and 10th. But Slemmer had been too quick for them. As
the Sumter tension developed, the Senate managers began to fear that
the war might start at Pensacola. On the 16th Mallory telegraphed:
"Our friends here unanimous that no blood must be shed before South-
ern Confederacy organized." The same Senators who had written to
Hayne on the 15th, telegraphed to Perry on the 18th: "We think no
assault should be made. The possession of the fort is not worth one drop
of blood to us. Measures pending unite us in this opinion. Bloodshed
now may be fatal to our cause." The Alabama Senators urged their
Governor to telegraph Perry not to attack, and on the 20th Mallory and
Yulee wired the same thing but added: "First get the Southern Govern-
ment in operation. The same advice has been given as to Charleston,
and will no doubt be adopted there." When the Pickens expedition
sailed on the 24th Mallory got a wire from Chase asking its purpose.
Mallory evidently was still able to get at official instructions for he re-
plied: "The ships ordered keep outside the port, and to act strictly on
the defensive." The Senators hoped they had been able to keep the
peace; there certainly was delay.24

The time meanwhile had arrived for Senators to depart. The official
notices of the secession of Mississippi, Florida, and Alabama had come,
and on January 21 the Senate chamber was made the stage for a final
scene. Davis, Clay, Fitzpatrick, Yulee, and Mallory made solemn
speeches of farewell. On February 5 Slidell and Benjamin followed
them. They were leaving the scene of their power. Though they would
never have admitted it, they were reluctant to go. Had they known
what Fate had in store for them, they would have been more reluctant.
None of them was'ever to succeed in politics again. A great power was
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broken:
Their departure meant that the Republicans were now in comfortable
control of the House, and that the Senate was without its leaders. The
Republicans were not in a position to take over there, because the 26
remaining Democrats and the 2 opposition still could outvote the 26
Republicans; but so many of the committee heads had left that the
directors of legislation were entirely new. Hunter, though he still re-
mained, gave up the finance committee post which had made him so
long the watchdog of the Treasury, and Pearce of Maryland took his